General Federation of Women’s Clubs
Director of Junior Clubs’ Newsletter
GFWC International President
Mary Ellen Brock’s
7 Grand Initiatives 2018-2020

Dear GFWC Juniors,
Welcome to the 2018-2020 GFWC Administration!
This is the wonderful time in GFWC that clubs across the world are planning and/or starting
their new club year! I hope you all have community programs and new projects for your
members to join Together and make a difference!
As your GFWC Director of Junior Clubs, I will send quarterly notes to you, the GFWC
Juniors, through your State Directors of Junior Clubs! I hope these messages will give you a
panorama of being a member of GFWC by seeing that your membership into this great
organization has many benefits beyond your local communities.
In this issue I am sharing our International President, Mary Ellen Brock’s 7 Grand
Initiatives, the top 10 Advocates for Children projects from 2017, and a few other fun items!
Please note the “Questions, Comments & Concerns” column where we can find answers or
provide advice for anything GFWC related. Please email me with your Q,C,C’s and I will
feature as many as I can in each newsletter, but I will also send you a direct response. If you
would like comments from other GFWC Junior members, please let me know and I will
publish your email with your Q,C,C.
It is truly on honor and a privilege for me to represent ALL of you and I am looking
forward to meeting many of you during this administration!
In Federation Friendship & Love,

1,000 members will donate
$1,000 each to the Capital
Campaign.

Trisha Schafer| GFWC DIRECTOR OF JUNIOR CLUBS
C: 815-303-0896 | E: trisha@schaferscabin.com
W: www.GFWC.org Follow GFWC at https://www.facebook.com/GFWCMembers/
Living the Volunteer Spirit!

1,000 Dr. Seuss books in
different languages will be
donated on his birthday,
March 1st to DC area inner
city kids programs.
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1,000 club service projects
will be performed on
Martin Luther King Day, the
National Day of Service.
1,000 members will sign up
for the Legislative Action
Center.
1,000 club projects will be
done devoted to women in
the military.
1,000 trees will be planted
by clubs on Arbor Day.
1,000 pairs of shoes will be
donated by clubs to the
Nike "reuse-a-shoe"
program or to "Soles for
Souls.“
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Volun-Tour Punta Cana !
Join me on the Junior sponsored
“Destination to make a Difference!”
February 2-6, 2019
For more information visit www.gfwcjuniortour.com or
https://www.facebook.com/events/2048608248737301/?ti=ia

Deposit $75 ~ Full payment by October 1st

Comments, Questions and Concerns…
Why does GFWC do projects to benefit children the fourth week in October?
Advocates for Children Week…
What organizations are partners under Advocates for Children?
St. Jude Research Hospital, March of Dimes…
Who can I contact for information and new ideas on Advocates for Children?
Heather Bolick, GFWC Juniors’ Special Program: Advocates for Children Chairman…
https://www.gfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2018-20-Juniors-Special-Program.pdf
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JUNIOR SPECIAL PROGRAM: ADVOCATES FOR
JUNIORS’ SPECIAL PROGRAM: ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN
CHILDREN
Buddy Baseball
GFWC Wheaton Junior Woman’s Club (IL) coordinated a 5-week
program giving children and young adults with physical and mental
challenges the opportunity to play baseball with a buddy’s help. Players were
assigned to baseball teams with volunteer coaches. Community sponsors provided
goods and information about resources available for special needs families.

Autism Awareness Social Media Contest
GFWC Grundy Woman’s Club (VA) created a social media contest to encourage
members to share facts about autism. Members were encouraged to share facts
about autism on the club’s Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts. To be eligible
for prizes, members needed to “like”, “share” or “retweet” the Autism Awareness
posts. Posts received more than 100 responses over the month-long contest.

Life Book Program
GFWC Tempe Junior Woman’s Club (AZ) created Life Books, scrapbooks for
children in foster care to provide positive memories and a history to carry with
them. In addition to donating at the local level, Tempe Junior clubwomen
presented a workshop at their state convention. Members showed how other clubs
could replicate their project resulting in GFWC AZ members completing 10
scrapbooks during the workshop.

Gift Exchange with a Twist
Instead of a Christmas exchange, GFWC Doon Federated Women’s Club (IA)
bought and wrapped children’s clothing and other items needed. Members played a
game and then unwrapped the items before donating them to Mary’s Choice
program to help families with young children.

Moonbeams for Sweet Dreams
GFWC Madison Heights Women’s Club (MI) helped hospitalized children go to
bed with smiles on their faces. Each night in December, club members brought
flashlights to the parking lot of a local children’s hospital. Pediatric patients would
shine flashlights from windows and look for members standing outside to flash
lights back to them.
Wear a Pair, Bring a Pair
GFWC Woman’s Club of Bloomfield (NJ) hosted a “Wear a Pair, Bring a Pair”
pajama party. Invitations were sent to members, family and friends who were
encouraged to wear PJ’s. They were also asked to bring child/youth-sized pajamas
to be donated to shelters in their area.

Mother’s Day Gifts for Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) Moms
Having been touched by a member who gave birth to a premature baby, GFWC
Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club (MA) made Mother’s Day gifts to be distributed
to a local NICU. A poem was printed, placed in a photo frame which was
decorated by members and distributed to moms with babies in the NICU.
Purple for a Cause
GFWC West Virginia (WV) celebrated unity in diversity by having a friendly
Juniors vs. Generals competition to raise funds for March of Dimes. A
representative for each team agreed to dye her hair purple if her team lost the
challenge. In addition, group leaders agreed to wear the collegiate state shirt
chosen by the winning team. Losers attended the GFWC WV Summer Conference
sporting their new hair color and collegiate spirit.

Bunny Workshop
Realizing there may be no one for a child to read to in a shelter, GFWC Florentine
Laundry to Literacy
Evening Club (MS) partnered with Florence Juniorettes (MS) to make bunnies
The GFWC Women’s Club of Hollister (CA) considered places where children
from washcloths, ribbons, wiggly eyes and pompoms. Bunnies and stuffed animals
spend time as they wanted to help children who lacked reading skills. Realizing
were paired with books donated to a local children’s facility. Children could
laundromats are full of families, club members created and maintained bookcases
at three laundromats. Shelves were filled weekly with 25 – 30 books for children of enhance reading fluency, expression and comprehension by reading to their bunny
all ages. Club members reported success by the parent and child reading interaction or snuggling with their stuffed animal as they read.
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taking place at the laundromats.

GFWC Annual Convention 2018
GFWC Annual Convention was a huge success largely because dedicated women, like you, who are truly making a difference in their communities.
This is the State of the Junior Membership Address that Jolie Frankfurth, GFWC Director of Junior Clubs 2016-2018, presented in St. Louis, Missouri.
“Whatever our personal opinions are, whatever you think of any question, we are
to think first of the life of the General Federation; because in it is the great
thought of fellowship and fraternity among women that is to bring us closer and
closer to the millennium.”
That was written by Jane Cunningham Croly in December of 1901, in a letter to
Mrs. Dennison, the President of Sorosis. If you concentrate on the words “think
first of the life of the General Federation”, I would propose that she is referring to
us, the current members of GFWC, planning for our membership and leadership
for years to come, because it is with the members -- who bring life to the GFWC
Mission and it is with that mission in our minds, that makes it our responsibility to
plan for our future.
This year the GFWC Junior Board focused on the “life of the Federation” as we
used technology to communicate and recruit in contemporary and effective ways,
as we incorporated the GFWC Strategic Plan into the daily happenings of our
community service and club work, and as we brought awareness of the changing
trends of today’s volunteers to our members.
Strengthening Junior membership Nationwide helps to create a life-long
volunteer network of women because it allows each to work alongside others
who share a common bond and stage in life.
We continue to send the “Federation & You” Newsletter to all Junior Club
Presidents. This communication tool is the link with this Officer and the Director
Elect, even those junior club presidents without a State Director received this
newsletter to ensure that they get to know a little bit about GFWC beyond their
state federations.
In this final year of the administration, State Directors of Junior Clubs promoted
the GFWC Strategic Plan in simple and modern ways incorporating pieces of it in
the everyday tasks of club work.
In the area of Membership:
The GFWC West Virginia Director steered her state clubs into developing
leadership programs for fostering junior and Juniorette clubs as opportunities to
inspire, teach and develop a new generation of volunteers.
In the area of Leadership:
The GFWC Ohio Director encouraged clubs to utilize the “road map” created by
President elect Mary Ellen Brock to identify their goals and how to reach them.

In the area of Public Awareness:

The GFWC South Carolina Director put an emphasis on our brand identity. She
challenged clubs to use #gfwcsc on club FaceBook posts.
On the issues of our Special Programs and Community Service Programs, State
Directors from Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Virginia educated members on the
distressing numbers of human trafficking victims, runaway and homeless teens.
All membership levels supported and participated in events with our Program
Partners, March of Dimes and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Members
planted pinwheels throughout this United States of America to continue the
conversation that our children deserve a safe and bright tomorrow.
These efforts should give “life to the Federation” but, there’s so much more….
I am excited to announce to you that this year, 5 states have either increased
Junior membership or their Junior membership has remained constant.
What is more encouraging is that three of those states have increased junior
membership both years of this administration.
The 2017 statistics of GFWC Junior community service are amazing, especially
when you realize that these numbers only represent the 16 states with Directors
of Junior Clubs and the Junior clubs in Arizona and Indiana, who submitted their
junior statistics for inclusion tonight.
With just shy of 10,000 projects, over 316,000 volunteer hours, over 672,000
dollars donated and 751,000 dollars of in-kind donations, GFWC Junior
membership is a vital shot of energy in the pulse of this Federation.
The Junior membership was asked to find a fit for GFWC in their lives…with so
many volunteer choices in our communities, creating a passion of GFWC Club
work for women who are raising families, attending schools, working in or out of
the home, and making a conscious decision to spend vacation days and family
funds for our grassroots efforts is vital to this Federation.
To the GFWC junior -- past, present and future…Your dedication gives value to
the “State of the Junior Membership”…and it validates that in the big things of life
we are at one….and our combined memberships – women’s clubs, junior
women’s clubs and Juniorette clubs…..are… the true “life” of the Federation, that
Jane Cunningham Croly wrote about.
Madame President, It has been an honor to serve as the 2016-2018 GFWC
Director of Junior Clubs…
Thank you….Jolie

